Friday 9 December
An evening ‘meating’

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
HISTORIANS

at 14 Berne Avenue

an informal association of those with an
interest in reading and researching history

This evening with a supper at 7.30pm is an
opportunity to look at one of the puzzles of
the past. Unfortunately there has to be a
limit of 20 on this occasion so if you have
not already anticipated the invitation a
speedy reply is necessary.

Chairman: Rose Wheat
Secretary: Paul Anderton
paulberne14@gmailcom

NEWSLETTER for December 2016
Vol. 17, No.4
Meetings held in the New Fire Station,
Knutton Lane, Newcastle-u-Lyme. ST5 2SL
at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated

2017
Monday January 16 Cath Ralph
The St Giles Church Heritage Project,
Newcastle u Lyme

This Invitation to our meetings is only restricted by
the agreement that the maximum number attending
should not exceed twenty-five.
Please let Paul Anderton know that you will be at
the next meeting. paulberne14@gmail.com

Monday February 13 Jane Wood
‘Revealing Voices’.
This is a new Lottery funded project based
upon the Arthur Wood archive of recorded
tapes and programmes for Radio Stoke.

PLEASE NOTE
The first meetings in 2017 will
take place on MONDAYs, at the
same time, 7.30 pm and in the
same Fire Station.

Monday March 20

Bob Fyson

Woman’s suffrage agitation in Staffs,
Cheshire and Isle of Man 1870-1890

The Lunar Society’s Boulton and Watt lecture
December 15 at 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
At Stoke Minster
Tristram Hunt MP and Professor Mark Miodownik.
Will talk on Ceramics in Stoke: The Past and The Future
For more information, tickets and confirmation that there is no charge visit
the Lunar Society website
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programmes based upon interviews with
people from all around North Staffordshire
and adjacent areas. Among numerous
topics Arthur specialised in were canals,
the people who used them and the
changes over the years in the role canals
played in the local economy. Local history
in almost every form was especially
fascinating to him, and he recorded
discussions with all manner of
businessmen, politicians, group organisers,
teachers and specialist investigators. The
memories of twentieth century activities
contained in these recordings make them a
potential gold mine of information. One
feature of the evening it is hoped is that we
shall once again be able to hear Arthur’s
voice.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Future meetings
The first two evenings in 2017 will be
devoted to projects financed in part at
least by the Heritage Lottery Fund. Over
the last eighteen months or so a
considerable number of grants have been
made by the HLF to support a variety of
investigations into aspects of the past in
our area. The total amount of cash is
astonishing.
In January the focus is on St Giles Church in
Newcastle. Cath Ralph is the Executive
Director of an internationally acclaimed
arts organisation Walk the Plank which
specialises in grand scale outdoor events
with culture and heritage at the core of the
work. Cath was formerly the Chief
Executive of the Burslem School of Art, and
has worked in Community Heritage for
over 15 years. She recently delivered a
large scale heritage project in Newcastle
under Lyme which has developed a
churchyard from a Victorian dumping
ground into a Green Flag standard public
garden with local heritage at the heart of
the project. The talk will be about the
breadth of scope and transformative
power of heritage at a local level.

Peter Brown writes ….
Over a hundred years of misinformation ...
The earliest directories I have seen which
had an entry for the town of Ellesmere are
Tibnam’s of 1828 and Pigot’s of 1828–9.
Both used the same wording concerning
the canal:
The place has of late been much
benefited by a navigation, called
the Ellesmere Canal, which forms a
communication between the River
Dee at Chester and the Severn at
Shrewsbury, and by collateral
branches to all parts of the
kingdom.
The most recent directory seen is Kelly’s,
published in 1941. This stated in the entry
for Ellesmere:

Jane Wood who comes in February is the
daughter of Arthur Wood and she will bring
us up to date on the initial stages in a
project to digitise her father’s recordings
made for Radio Stoke. In the days when
local radio took education seriously Arthur
Wood made a large number of
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The combined Ellesmere and Chester
Canals were eventually connected to the
national canal network at Middlewich in
1833 and at Wolverhampton in 1835,
several years after the dates of the earliest
directories quoted above.
The name ‘Ellesmere Canal’ was changed
to ‘Ellesmere & Chester Canal’ in 1813 and
to ‘Shropshire Union Canal’ in 1846. The
last recorded commercial use of the canal
at Ellesmere was in 1938.
The exact wording of the entry evolved
slowly between 1828 and 1941, but during
that period of over a hundred years
nobody seems to have checked the basic
facts.

The Ellesmere Canal, which
connects the river Dee at Chester
with the Severn at Shrewsbury, is
connected with other canals and
with various railways which put this
town in communication with all
parts of the country.
And the facts? The Ellesmere Canal’s
original Act of Parliament, passed in 1793,
was indeed for a canal from Chester to
Shrewsbury. However, the company ran
short of money, large sections of the main
line were not built, and instead a link was
made from Whitchurch to the Chester
Canal a few miles north of Nantwich,
opening in 1805. The canal never got to
Shrewsbury, terminating eleven miles short
in a field near Weston Lullingfields, nor
joined the Severn.

Place names ...a new development
I’m currently working on a research project for the English Place-Name Society. As
you may be aware, the EPNS produces place-name surveys on a county-by-county
basis, and has so far covered most of England (more information available at
www.epns.org/survey.aspx). The survey for Staffordshire was begun by J. P. Oakden,
and he published the first volume (for Cuttlestone Hundred) in 1989. Unfortunately
he passed away soon afterwards, and no further work has been completed on the
Staffordshire survey. Happily, however, it’s my job over the next couple of months to
assess the sources available with a view to a future project grant to re-start the
survey. Another thing I’m very interested in is getting knowledgeable Staffordshire
folk involved with the survey. I’d love to know about any local history groups,
volunteer groups, and especially anyone with an interest in or particular expertise in
palaeography. If you’re able to help me track such people down, I would be very
grateful – do let me know if there’s any other information about place-name surveys
or about my particular project which would be of use to you.
Rebecca Gregory
Institute for Name-Studies, School of English, University of Nottingham, NG7 2RD
rebecca.gregory@nottingham.ac.uk

Another for the postcard collection

Ian Bailey is bewitched by
gravestones…
chewing over the possibility of a smallscale study of masons and gravestones in
the Peak District between 1800 and 1850
and much depends on being able to find a
sufficient number of 'signed' gravestones.
But why did the mason/s here sign in this
way... and what do the inscriptions say?

Help needed. Can anyone tell me what
these two inscriptions mean? They are
both located where stonemasons put their
names. The top one is at Meerbrook and
the bottom one at Longnor. The surname
Billing may be mixed up in the second one
somehow, but beyond that I know not. I'm
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Pictures of Trentham Hall are common
enough and the messages conveyed on
the back can be minimal In this case it’s
the interest in postcard collecting
which stands out. Notice the posting
date.
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